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• NYSED has required the daily collection of student attendance with instructional modality. 
This data collection is being introduced for specific purposes related to the pandemic. With 
this data, NYSED will be able to use student attendance by modality data in analysis with 
any aspect of education to see what trends or impacts on students and learning 
outcomes from the pandemic. 

 

• Every Present record must have an instructional modality reported with it, either In-Person, 
Remote, or Both. It is important to note the difference between them.  

In-Person: The student and teacher were physically in the same location where instruction 
was delivered in the traditional sense.  
Remote: The student and teacher were not physically in the same location. The student 
received instruction remotely for the day.   
Both: The student’s instruction was both remote and in-person for instruction on the same 
day. 
 

• This attendance data will need to be certified and verified at the end of the year, starting 
with the beginning of school, September 2020. 

• “Do the best you can with the data you have.” Any missing data will default to absent. 

• Students who are absent or suspended for the day do not need an instructional modality. 

• Missing data for any student on any given day will default in an absence on that day. This 
can have severe impacts on chronic absenteeism calculations. 

 

Things to remember when reporting this new student daily attendance: 

• The only time you should use In Person, is when the teacher and the student are both in 
the same location.  

• If the teacher is in one classroom, but some students in the class are split in a different 
classroom learning live stream, it is considered Remote for those students. 

• If the teacher and student are not in the same location, then the modality should be 
Remote (even if the student is in-person and the teacher is remote) 

• If a student is in-person for most of the classes, but has one teacher who is Remote, 
then the modality should be Both. 

• If a student is present in the morning and absent in the afternoon, refer to your district 
attendance policy to determine whether the student’s daily attendance is considered 
present or absent. 


